TACTICAL METJIODH
701
The organi/ation of a distinct body of eight fast-sailing hips-of-thc-linc, to l»e carried to such part of thu field an might pjM»ar ne»eessary to the commander-in-chief in a particular mergeney, resulted inevitably, perhaps^ from the consider-tions presented by Nelson in the opening Hcntcncc*** of the leiuorandum, and from tin4 great number of ships he then toped to have. There were precedents for such a formation, it the practice of tin* day ; but, as far as recallnl by tho ufhor, they were the advanced guards* the skirmir-h line, of h« fleet, not, ;H iit this CIIHI , essentially a reserve. In *'elMi»if«* present thought, th« employment of thi'i force would »*„ not antecedent to, but consequent up«m, the particular ridieuUoijj* of UIM day* Pr(»l».d>ly they would not U» lield back a long-—for us tlistinct indication.'i as in the* c a*1** of an riny's rt*Hi»ri*t»; but nexertheh »s, thi* c-hiff nbject uf th«*ir
oriMeen tlevclopment •» of a bat He, w Ic t h«'r at  fh«* iir.tant of n*t'i;»eiiient i*r during it i fiub''*'iju« nt   pro*;re/;.    The tin fort u sal»* ViIlciM'uve, who eommaittied tin* *illic^f ait lU'compli^lu'it h«ni;;h im^olute M-aicau, had adopted a stiiiilur arrufigcitietit, il.itnisf twelve tletaeheil            Htttlft* litH colleitgUM (iiuvhia;
nit, with                %4»^i+l«» tlsw tfiecfivii HMO of such a forei*
ti^j»i*iii|rct              iip*«i line wisiiiuati! jwrnif ioiif which tin*, lilli*^
tul not h:iv*». If jiLtn**! to lei ward of a let* liiii% if W;IH hi tint Hitvi r «»f tli»* :ir»H;til,t!ii In throw them outnf net ion altogether; d» !«» atf irk tin fit »epar.itclv ; therefor** nf Trt-tiVfiii'drp il them bitik into the line. Nel<ott lik«« iHMiied Iii4 re:** rvi« in thi two column* of ati.M k
wind furhad*   tlio \\uMing of time  iii evolutionary in tuetit'*.    Tin* iticiil* lit **f  flu* hftitttltaiituMH adoption of |iiovi;4i«Mi by tin* I v%o oppo'ati^ *iiliititalfH liowttvcr, is JH titdtrati\M of tin*  projjrc^i til  tuvfil thoughtt
f tti ab-jar Vi vi'»t* then
it-rail
Hit* MViiiifl ttft!it^w*iir»ii»ffi, fltaiitf (Hohf'rit, I.i nu»iii<irable,
Wit           for tlif*                  IMiilciMliprehMtmivclic^'i til ill j^i'iii Kit
i*v«*n              fot  lip! ii«i*{Stitiit!iifiii?'i confident*!*
uhi«h fit** ilcfuiU of i%\ri*itlt«it WI*P* IVei*ly itifriritetl in
tlipy         ft* fitlL    It         «H'i4<'iiily dniwn